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"OUR STRENGTH
tsttrn frontier of Transylvania Field

Marshal von Hlndsnburt captured th
whols of western Wallachla and the hoi
til capital or Bucharest, leading with
unparalleled genlui the troopi that In
competition with all the (Teutonic)
allies made poialble what hitherto wai
oonildered Impoealblc.

"And Hlndenburg does not reit Milt
tsry operations progress. By strokes
Of the eword at tho aam time Arm
foundations for our economic needs have
been laid. Great stocks of train, vic-
tuals, oil and other Roods fell Into our
hands In Rumania. Their transport haa
begun. In spit of scarcity we could
have lived on our own supplies, but now

ur safety Is beyond question.
"To these great events on land," the

Chancellor continued, "heroic deed of
equal Importance are added by our

The spectre of famine, which,
our enemies Intended to appear before
tie, now pursues them without mercy.
When after the termination of the first
year of the war the Emperor addressed
the nation In a public appeal he said:
'Having witnessed such great events, my
.heart was filled with awe and determi-
nation.'

"Neither our Emperor nor our nation
ever changed their mlnda In thle respect
Neither have they now. The genuine

nd heroic acta of our leaders have fash-
ioned these tacts as firm aa Iron. If the

nemy counted upon the weariness of his
enemy then he waa deceived.

Kalian Backing Her Arasles.
"The Ilelchstag, by means of the na-

tional auxiliary war service law, helped
to build a new offensive and defensive
bulwark In the midst of the great strug-
gle," the Chancellor continued. "Behind
the fighting army standa the nation at
work the gigantic force of the nation
working for the common aim.

"The emplro la not a besieged fortress,
8 our adversaries Imagined, but one

gigantic and firmly disciplined country
with Inexhaustible .resources. That la
the German Empire, which la firmly and
faithfully united with Ita brothers in
arms, who have been tested In battle
'under the Auatro-IIungarla- n, Turkish
and Bulgarian flags. Our enemies now
ascribed to us a plan to conquer the
whole world, and then desperate crlea of
anguish for peace.

"But not confused by these aasevera-Qon- i,

we progressed, with firm decision,
and we thus continue our progress, al-w-

ready to defend ourselves and
fight for our nation's existence, for Its
free future, .and always ready for thla
price to stretch out our hand for peace.
stars Net Deaf to Hesponslfcllltr.
"Our strength lias not made our ear

etoaf to our responsibility before Qoa,
before our own nation and before hu-
manity. The declarations formerly
made by us concerning our readiness
for peace were evaded by our adver-
saries. Now we have advanced- - one
etep further in this direction.

"On August 1, 1814, the Emperor
had personally to taks the graveet
decision which ever fell to the lot ofa German the order for mobllltatlon
which be was compelled to give aa a
result of the Russian mobllltatlon.
During these long and earnest years
of the war the Emperor has been
moved by a single thought how peace
could be restored to safeguard Ger-
many after the struggle In which ah
has fought victoriously."

"Nobody can testify better to this
than I. who bear the responsibility for

11 actions of the Government.' Inadeep moral and religious sense of duty
toward his nation and, beyond It, toward
humanity, the Emperor now considers
that the moment has come for official
action toward peace. .

"His Majesty therefore. In complete
harmony and In common with our atllea.
decided to propose to the hostile Powers
to enter Into peace negotiations. This
morning I transmitted a note to this
effect to all the hostile Towers, through
the representatives .of those Powers
which are watching over our Interests
and rights In the hostile States. I asked

i the representatives of Spain, the United
I States and Bwltxerland to forward that
, Bote.
, "The same procedure has been
adopted y In Vienna, Constantinople
and Sofia. Other neutral States and His
Holiness the Pope have been similarly

I informed."
I Representatives of the foreign Gov-
ernments listened to tho Chancellor from
the . diplomatic) box. ' The American
Charge d'Affalrcs, Joseph C. Grew, and

' Vfrs. Orew were among those present, as
I were the Ministers of Argentina, Uraxll,

Chile and the other states of Central
'and South America,

Ureal Crowd at Ralehetaa;.
The Reichstag nulldlng was sur-- !

sounded by a great crowd, and the ad-- !
joining streets were thronged. The peo- -
pie were Intensely Interfiled, and the

.Imperial Chancellor, on his arrival, was
cordially greeted In the usual fashion.

The Chancellor began his speech In
clear, loud, ringing voice. Ills first ut-
terances were greeted with applause on
all sides, and at frequent points In his

' speech the assembly assented in demo-
nstrative fashion,

Later, however, when he touched upon
the question of policy, differences of
opinion made themselves felt, the ap-
plause coming mainly from the Cathollo
Centre and the Left. At the conclusion

'of his addrefs n majority of the House
I applauded and tli galleries joined In the
l tiandclapplng.
i The Reichstag udjourned, to be recon- -
rened at the call of the President. Prior
to adjournment the President of tho

. Chamber dsclarod that the nation and its
, representative)! would always support

the Chancellor In n policy which was
' farslghted and Intelligent.

Holds Up Danish Khlp.
i The Danish freight steamship Olaf

Moersk, which arrived yesterday from
Rotterdam, was held up on the night of' November 16, when she was less than
one day nut In the North Sea, hy a Ger-
man submarine, which fired two shots
across her bows,

A boat was sent to the nuhmarlno with
the ship's pipers and she was allowed to
proceed.

i

AUSTRIA-HUNGAR- Y

READY TO FIGHT ON

Declares Allies Can Never Con-

quer by Blockade or Star-

vation Methods.

FOES CAN'T ALTER 'FATE'

Further Warfare Wonld Be
Aimless Destruction of Life,

and Property.

London, Dee. II. An official Aus-

trian statement, referring to the peace
offer, saya:

"When In the summer of 1114 the pa-

tience of Austria-Hungar- y was ex-

hausted by a series of systematically
continued and ever Increasing provoca-
tions and menaces, and the monarchy
after almost fifty years of unbroken
peace, found Itself compelled to draw
the sword, this weighty decision was an- -
Imated neither by aggressive purposes
nor by designs $ conquest, but solely
by the bitter necessity of to
defend Its existence and safeguard It-

self for the future against similar
treacherous plots of hostile neighbors. I

"That was the task and aim of the
monarchy In the present war. In com-
bination with Its allies, well tried In
loyal comradeship In arms, the Austro-Hungarla- n

army and fleet, fighting,
bleeding, but also assailing and con-
quering, gained such success that they
frustrated the Intentions of tho enemy.
The quadruple alliance not only 'has
won an Immense series of victories, but
also holds In Its power extensive hostile
territories. Unbroken Is It strength, as
our latest treacherous enemy has just
experienced.

Farther Bloodsked Is Useless.
"Csn our enemies hope to conquer or

shatter this alliance of Powers? They
will never succeed In breaking It by
blockade nnd starvation measures. Their
war alms, to the attainment of which
they have come no nearer In the third
year of the war, will In the futuro be
proved to have been cornpletely un-
attainable. Useless and unavailing,
therefore, la the prosecution of the fight-
ing on the part of the enemy.

"The Powers of the Quadruple Al-
liance, on the other hand, have effec-
tively pursued their alms, namely, de-
fence against attacks on their existence
and integrity, which were planned In
concert long since, and the achievement
of real guarantees, and they will never
allow themselves to be deprived of the
basis of their existence, which they have
secured by advantages won.

"The continuation of the murderous
war. In which the enemy can destroy
much, but cannot aa the Quadruple Al-
liance Is firmly confident alter fate, Is
even more seen to be an aimless destruc-
tion of humnn, lives and property, an act
of Inhumanity justified by no necessity
and a crime ngalnst civilization.

'This conviction, ond the hope that
similar views may also be begun to be
entertained In the enemy ramp, has
caused the Idea to ripen In the Vienna
Cabinet In full agreement with the
governments of the Teutonic Powers
of making a candid and loyal endeavor
to come to a discussion with their ene-
mies for the purpose of paving a way
for peace.

"The governments of Austria-Hungar-

Oermany, Turkey and Bulgaria
hnvn af4t!rRHfi1 tn.rtnv MAntlnnl nn). In
the diplomatic representative!) In the'
capitals concerned who are entrusted
with the protection of enemy nationals
expressing an Inclination to enter Into
peace negotiations and requesting them
to transmit this overture to enemy
States.

Special Note to Holy See.
"This step was simultaneously brought

to the knowledge of the representative!
of the Holy See In a special note, and
fti bMIva IntArJtBt nt th Pnn. fr thin
offer of peace was solicited. Likewise'
the accredited representatives of the re-- 1

malnlng neutral Ktntes In the four capi-
tals were acquainted with this proceed-
ing for the purpose of Informing their
governments.

"Austria nnd her allies by this step
have Riven new and decisive proof of
their love of peace. It Is now for their i

enemies to make known their views be- -
fore the world. Whatever the result of
its proposal may be, no responsibility
can fall nn the Quadruple Alliance, even
before the judgment seat of Ita own peo-
ples. If It is eventually obliged to con-
tinue the war."

AMERICAN LEGION SAILS.

Canadian Regiment Is In Command
of Former Jfevr York Man,

Chicago, Dec. 12. The American Le-

gion of the Dominion of Canada, under
command of Llcut.-Co- l. W, II. 8age, has
sailed for Europe, according to a state-
ment made hern to-d- by an official of
the Canadian Pacific Railway. Lleut.-Co- l.

Sago was born In Now York city
thirty-tw- o years ago.

Other officers are Major L. B, Clerk,
formerly nudltor with n New York bank ;
Capt. D. Trainer, Pennsylvania, a for-
mer Rough Rider In Cuba: W. It Turner,
medical officer, Kentucky: Copt. E. R.
Kdscn, Seattle, Wash. : Cnpt. H, It. Ban-bur-

California and Washington : Lieut.
K. Yale Pmlth. .Massachusetts: Lieut
Floyd K. Reach, Michigan; Lieut. V.
Heydenrtalil, Providence, R, I,, at)(i
I.lout. H. II. Jones, lluffalo. N Y.

Biltmore Ice Gardens
(BILTMORE HOTEL)

OPEN AIR SKATING
TWO SESSIONS DAILY

(Sundays Kirepted)
9:30 A. M. 2:30 P. M.

Dancing in Glass Enclosed
Tea Room

Two Ore' estrai Competent Instructors

MATA'S MARIMBA BAND
(for the skating)

Ei' ibition Skating
Perfect Ice Regardless of Weat' er

Open Evenings for Private Skating
Parties, Clubs, Carnivals, etc.

Admission $1.00

IS UNBROKEN, BUT
GERMAN EDITORIALS

SHOW PEACE DESIRE

Carcfnl Press Campaign Paves
Way for Von Bethmann- - .

Hollweg Proposal.

AIM NOT AT CONQUEST

Tcnton Papers Reveal End of
,War Is Actually and Sin-

cerely Wished.

Special Cable Deifteh la Tss Sen.
London, Dec IS. Chancellor von

Bethmann-Hollweg- 's peace proposal
came as a staggering surprise to Lon-

don. The British capital, as well as Ber
lin, had expected a statement of existing
conditions, with a consideration of their I

possible ultimate effect on peaoe arrange-
ments, but London was unprepared for
the direct detailed announcement which
was made.

Indeed, the careful publicity which had
been given the announcement that a
speech of historic Importance was forth-
coming In the Reichstag justified the
expectation that such references to peace
as the Chancellor might make would be

couched only In vague terms. Only those
who had been following closely the cam-
paign which the Berlin government had
been carefully conducting In the German
press realised that anything like a
definite proposal might be offered.

Extracts from leading German newi-pape- rs

leave no room for doubt that the
address was carefully considered and
that peace Is actually and sincerely de-

sired. Othsrwlse the publication of such
editorial articles as are here reproduced
would never have been permitted.

In the minds of Englishmen signifi-
es c attaches to the statement of the
V "certs of Berlin that "Our enemies
m . not be led to believe that Germans
detit-- peace because they fear defeat, or
that they deetre war In order to press
the fist of the conqueror In the backs of
foreign peoples."

For Malaal Eqaallty.
The Vorteoert's editorial follows:
"Will Oermany succeed In the inflle-tton'-

her enemies of a defeat so crush-
ing that she can dlctata her own peace
term's? This Is a plain question which
demands a plain answer. This answer Is
In accordance with all human calcula-
tions no conduct of the war must. In
accordance with Its own inherent laws,
aspire to victory by destructlen.

"A policy of war, however, must reckon
with possibilities. These possibilities ex-

clude the Idea of a crushing defeat by
Germany. We want peace, but peace
can come only when It has been brought
about by the conviction on the part of
our enemlee that, though they may not
obtain that peace at which they have
aimed, they may, without humiliation, de-si- te

tho pence which the aerman people
want. This must be a peace that can
bn concluded on a basis of mutual equal-
ity, a peace that takes nothing from
any party without giving him aomethtng
equal In value In return.

"Our enemies must not be led to be
lleve that the Germans desire peace

they fear defeat or that they de-

sire war In order to press the fist of the
conqueror In the backs of foreign peo-pie-

Let us tell our opponents openly
and frankly that a vast majority of the
German people never cherished such a
plan; that the minority that did place
this plan on Its programme no longer be-

lieves In Us feasibility.
"Let us hasten to do this. Then our

assurance will gain credence that the
140,000,000 subjects of the Central
Powers and their allies have not been
and will not be crushed, and that thla
will cannot bo broken even after years
of lighting, nor by blows by the most
formldahlo grouping of Powers that the
earth has ever witnessed. If, however,
we couple this assurance with the put-
ting forward of unattainable war alms
they will take the one and the other as
so murh unity twaddle.

"It hi untrue that the war lasts so
long because the German war policy Is
bent on destruction and conquest. It la
true, however, that our enemies still
reckon on the collapse of the Central
Powers. That and that only Is the rea
son why the war continues."

Admits Reins; Deceive).
The Ntutte Ifaehrichten of Leipitg

eays:
"Let us honestly admit that we have

deceived ourselves In many things ; that
the course of the war has been full of
surprises, France has conducted herself
In a manner contrary to anything that
was expected of her, Russia, too, has
developed far greater Internal strength
than she had been credited with having.

"However, It was Kngland who showed
the world a new face, altogether. Her
adoption of military service an unex-- 1

nmplrd sacrifice of Kngllsh principles .

her organisation, her munitions output
and many other things have shown that I

In the veins of the Urltlsh people there
still flows some Germanlo blood, and
that Kngland Is not far behind us In en-

durance, In valor and In the will to sac-
rifice. In one respect she Is even su-

perior and, therefore, Is particularly dan-
gerous to us In her capacity for cool,
calculating reasoning to the exclusion of
all emotional excesses.

"Like ourselves the Rrlton Is fighting
for his existence. Like us he must win
If he does not wish to abandon nil his
dreams of world supremacy. That Is
why ho has turneda deaf .car to all
whisperings of paco that do not como
direct from Germany, That Is why he
Ij prepnrlntf for another formidably at-la-

on us In tho spring,
"There remains, then, no alternative.

Hither the slaughter has to go on almost
Indefinitely or an earnost desire for a
reasonable, peace must be expressed on
our part. On the part of the enemy It
vould be vain to expect It, even though
tho rxlstenca of Eurppo ware at stake."

Kneed? Penre favored,
The Lokalanxeiger of Berlin says:
"Mars Is ruling. Who or what Mars

Is everybody can see for himself. No
measure Is too vlglrttus If the war god
considers It necessary) He duos not heed
political labols. He docs not care
whether his deeds be called reactionary,
revolutionary, tyrannic, anarchistic. He
does nut waste time thinking about
nomenclature, but nets. He does not
look back. Ammunition was wanted.
In the tlrst place we had 'regulation of
food. The question of general production
In the western districts was becoming
dangerous mid the civilian population
had great difficulties In finding a solution.
Mars came on the scene and simply de-
creed that 'the munition workers want
food In the first place. After they have
been fed you can try to make both ends
meet with what la left.'

"In such a. way It must be made pos-
sible to collect all the available forces
for tha coming extreme effort. In any
case It Is plain that It must soon come to
tho final spurt Better for us to end In
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terror than that wo should be menaced
by terrors without end. It must be
hoped that a speedy peaco will spare Eu
rope mis reariui experiment."

The Frankfurter Zcttung comments aa
fellows :

"We can nelthc expert nor demand
that statesmen of the countries opposed
to us shall conclude peace out of friend-
ship for Germany, We will rnther calcu-
late that they will all do It because they
must: because they will recognize that
only an honorable compromise with the
Central Pntvora MM f1... n It, hAul...
confusion of the situation In Europe."

Sekeldeaaaa'a Views.
Herr Scheldcmann, the noted Social-

ist, writing In the Leipzig VolketUmme,says:
"How much longer le this fearful war

that Is devastating the whole of Europe
to contlnuo? This Is tho thought upper-
most with every one. All sides say It
will last until we havo made It a. cer-
tainty that our sacrifices have not been
mado In vain. This certainly all wish to
attain. When will thla certainty be
reached? When all the nations ehall
have been bled white?

"Does there really still exist a man
so shortsighted as to ImaKlne that one
grouping of Itowcra will yet succeed inbeating the other so utterly to tho
ground that It can dictate peace and
thui create an assurance against n repe-
tition of war? He who believes this,
after twentv-elir- ht mnmhu ..t r. .i.h..!
Is a fool. National Industry Is now to
be placed entirely at the set vice of the
war. As In other countries so also here.
The munitions output is to be tremen-
dously Increased. All the nation is de-
termined to spend Its last breath In or-
der to avoid defeat.

"Well. then, we have not been de-
feated: let that suffice. Honor I satisfied.

Let us lay down our urniH In God's
name and, refraining from eonquests,
end the carnage."

"Useless Butchery."
The Cologne Octette says:
'The war alms which our enemies

have set before themselves are known
to us not only through their newspapers,
but also through, the pronouncements of
their leudlng statesmen. They want to
break the backbone of our State and de-
stroy us. This object has been so often
proclaimed by them that it has opened
our eyes. It makes clear our own Im-
mediate proximate war alms with the

forco of logic resistance to the
utmost. As for ulterior war alms, their
nature depends entirely upon the de-
gree In which our successful resistance
becomes converted Into victory. He who
really and truly desires to make peace
must talk European. That Is tho only
language we understand. We will listen
to the peace longings of tho nations.
They can be realized to-d-

even. ,
"The useless butchery from which th

Quadruple Entente still hopes to see
evolved a reconstruction of Europe, ac-
cording to the '
pian, can cease instantly If only the
statesmen of England, Krnncu and Rus-
sia will see that they need fulfil but one
sols stipulation; which Is made by Ger-
many and her allies, but which Is truly
a European stipulation, that they cease
from forming an aggressive coalition
against us ; that to this end the sureties
against futuro attack which the Chan-
cellor has asked for In Germany's name
be created without more delay."

German Clalsaa Hinted.
The only newspaper to venture a sug-

gestion of German claims Is the A'ocl-nitch- e

Volke:citung. It Bays:
"We In Germany are waging no war

of conquest on France, which knows or
ought to know that she can get Inck her
hapleks villages and towns without any
further price in blood if only she will
renounce the mirage of her revanche
and abandon her dreams of conquest. In
return for nothing moro than those con-
cessions which will be a needful safe-
guard to us oBalnst a new attack.

"If therefore, In addition to a war in-
demnity, we were to limit ourselves to
a demand for better regulations on our
frontiers, not one would accuse us of
gteed or of making exorbitant claims.
Rectification of tho frontier Is needed.
There Is tho mining district of llrley, In
French Lorraine, which In Its area Is no
more than a strip, no more thun a recti-
fication of frontier, but Is Important for
our economic security ana Independence.

"We need Urley In order to obtnln our
supply of Iron ore In tlmo of war, Fm'ice
will sustain no Joes though this coHou,
Hho Is In respect to n sea power much
moro favorably rltuated than our.olves.
In addition she possesses a rich mining
district In Northern Africa. If wo were
to return to her the rich coal mines In
Northern Franco It would bo only fair
that we should keep llrley."

CORRECTSTEP, VIEW

OF THE 'TAGEBLATT

Editor Wolff Snys fleniiniis
Will See Duty if Proposal

n JfofllSPll.

Hkm.in, Dec. 12, via tonilon (Wednes-day- ).

Commenting on Chancellor von
lli'tlinmnn.llollweg'H speech In tho
Reichstag, I)r, Tlirodnr Wolff, editor of
tho TnofbUtt, says:

"Wo greet the step of tho Teutonic
allied Governments and shall believe It
loriect and desirable, even thouKh it
should develop that tho Governments of
enemy Htates nro not yet ready to dam
the stream of blood which has flown
through Europo for two and .1 half
yenrs."

"If the opposing Governments," Dr.
Wolff continues, 'Vhotild decline tho
peaco overtures or disdain them ns a hlup
of weaknoss and suffering the people will
onco more null themsolves tho cjtiostlnn
whether they lire not belnir driven sense.
lesly nnd without urgent need to new
sacrifices, to renowed maniuercH. The
German peoplo, If their opponents' an-
swer Is tiegutlve, will seo clearly that It
Is their duty to bear their heavy burden
or oven heavier burdens us long as tlicio
Is no possibility of agreeing upon an ac-
ceptable and scnslblo pence,"

lite 1'ont treats the peace overtures In
nn exceedingly pcsslmthtlo manner, du-- 1

during that there, wilt bo anything ex-
cept wllllnKiiehs In England to reroK-Itlz- o

Germany's requirements. Tho news,
paper wunm Germany's enemies that
"If you refuso Germany's hand you
will soon feel her list with lncrensil
force." It adds that tho uvertures show
a superfluity of neutral offois on lf

of pence.
"They don't nerd to mix In matters

any moro," tnyn t Post. "Tho
can begin immediately and

directly."

KAISER INFORMS HIS TROOPS.

"Until Offer la Accepted You Will
PlKht On," Hp Snys.

London. Dec. 12, A Central News
despatch from Amsterdam says It Is an-
nounced officially In Berlin that Em-
peror William has notified his com-
manding Generals of Germuny's peaco
offer. The message Is quoted us follows;

"Soldiers: In agreement with Jh
sovereigns of my allies mid with the
consciousness of victory I huvo mado an
offer of pefce to (he enemy. Whether It
will be accepted Is still uncertain.

"Until that moment arrives you will
fight on."

FURTHER WAR A' CRIME"
ENTERING WEDGE, IS

WASHINGTON VIEW

ConUnutd from Ftnt Page.

their position to be made clear by Mr.
Lloyd George, the new British Premier,
In a speech before Parliament on Thurs-
day, The Oerman offer will be dealt
with by Ir. Lloyd Oeorge, It Is explained
In Entente circles, and upon his state-
ment will depend whether the Kaiser's
proposal Is to be considered at all or
whether tho offer Is to be Ignored or
flatly rejected

Ho murh will depend upon this that
President Wilson may wait until after
Thursday before deciding upon what
course he will fallow.

The President's Indorsement of the
central Idei contained In the Oerman
proposal the desire for peace Is un-
qualified. But the question In the Pres-
ident's mind Is just what procedure tho
United States Government ought to fol
low at this critical stage with a view to
reenforclng the proposal for peace with-
out going counter to the temper of the.
Entente or appearing to Indorse the par-- ;
tlcular terms of peace which Germany
may be willing to offer. The slightest
misstep on the President's part might
easily do harm, It Is explained.

There Is, however, one Important nolni
which might prompt President Wilson to
send n communication to the Entente
Towers simultaneously with the trans-
mission of the German proposal. That
Is the fear that Lloyd George, with the
support of all Great Britain's allies, will
close tho door to peace talk by an un-
qualified refusal to consider anything
but prosecu.'lon of the war until the En-
tente Is victorious. This has been the
steadfast British. French and Russian
attitude. Shoutd Ambassador Pnge at
London report that the German proposal
Is surely doomed to Immediate fiat re-
jection President Wilson may step In the
brench at once with a plea that they at
least condescend to hear Germany's
term and consider what form of pro-
posal might be acceptable to them.

German Version at Move.
In response to questions aa to .why

the German proposal Is made ut this
time. It Is explained In German circles
that "latest military events have placed
Germany In n position of being able to
proposo peace without being suspected
of making the proposal for military rea-
sons or for fear of future developments
on the field or battle.

"Since tho conquest of Rumania our
position Is such that It would be ad-
mittedly ridiculous to say thnt Germany
fears for the future. We have shown
that wo cannot bo conquered and Ru-
mania adds to our security from an
economical point of view to such an ex-

tent that talk of starving Germany Into
submission Is now out of all considera-
tion."

In Entente diplomatic circles, on the
other hand, the proposal Is chiefly de-

scribed na "an effort to escape the hand-writin- g

on the wall" by pleading for
peaco before the effect of the Entente's
growing lower undermines completely
Germany's power. It la furthermore re-

garded as n diplomatic move calculated
to Influence neutral opinion, but chiefly
aimed at stirring tho German people to
mako the great sacrifices they must
make In pursuance of tho struggle.

By "final victory" the Entente means
the eradication of the menace constituted
by Germany's dominant military force
In Europe. Until that Is accomplished
Europo cannot feel safe from another
conflagration, nnd Entente diplomats as-

sert and unanimously agree that a half
way patched up peace would be the
most unfortunate outcome of the monu-
mental tacrlllces they have mndc.

Peace now on any teims would he re-

gal ded by the German peuplo as u Ger-
man victory. Tho suffering which the
war has cnued In Germany, and which
Entente diplomats believe is tightening
Its grip every hour, would be forgotten
In the cnthusliirm.

In British circles particularly the Idea
of an early peaco 1m scouted. Under the
leadership of Lloyd George the British ,

rrprcseniuiivoK expect tilings to nappen
with n rush when they once begin.

Will Halt lllulnmatlo Issues.
One tmmedlato effect of tho peace

developments upon the United States
will be to hold practically In abeyan m
nit tho d iilnmatlc Issues pending with
thn warrluc rountrles. The new subma-
rine Issue with aermany, tho protest
UKiilnKt deportation of Belgians, thn
contruvcisy with Great Britain over
malls nnd commerce all will marl; tlmo
until It becomes apparent whether they
will be solved by tho ml vent of peace.

Germany, It Is said here, has moved t
lilng out the peace prnpornt ut this tlmo
principally because she hud given up
lH)n that President Wilson would make
u move. Another controlling factor was
the recent crisis In the British Govern-
ment una the reorganization of tho Gov-
ernment there and In France. The com-
ing of winter and the consequent lull In
fighting, which would give opportunity
for peace overtures before tho belliger-
ents prepare for another spring cam-
paign, was still another factor. Ono of
the principal objects, however, was o
force a "showdown" nnd draw from tho
Entente Allien somo Indication of
whether they uio disposed to make peace
now or whether they are determined to
crush Germany and dismember her.

Diplomats of tho Vntcnto Allien heie
regard the peaco offer ,im having tho
doublo inirpofce of placing upon the Allies
tho responsibility for continuing tho war
nnd of lii'fircfHlng unm tho German peo-pl- o

that they nro flghtlm? n defensive
conflict ucnlnst enemies who refuso
quarter, ruining Immediately after tho
culmination of tho triumphant Ruma-
nian campaign thn peaco offer, Entento
diplomats say, Is Inteiulod also to lin-p-

the German peoplo that they need
linvo no lack of confidence In their Gov-
ernment to rontlmie tho war.

Officials nt the Htnie Department nnd
neuttul diplomats admit that the Ger-
man oftir Is n diplomatic stroke excep-tlonnll- y

well timed nnd bmind to have n
beneficial effect on neutinl opinion and
opinion In the Central Powers. It I

regarded also as having a well Refined
military value.

General Staff officers of the United
States army In commenting on this lat-
ter phase, said Germany doubtless seeks
to encourage her own people to further
strength nnd further sacrifices. In view
of the need for moro war funds for the
sprint; campaign, they sny, thn German
Government now realizes tho Importance
of making the German peoplo under-
stand thnt their enemies uro responsible
for prolonging tho war.

I

LONDON SEES NO

CHANCE FOR PEACE

Continued, from First Pagt.

not been completely and decisively 'beaten
no peace with her can be more than a
truce which sho would violate tho first
moment If served her purpose."

Intended for Home Consumption,
The Dally Newa says:
"The move may be supposed to hav

three main objects In view. The first
Is to compel the Allies to face a prob-
lem which must bo faced eventually, a
problem, .that Is, of the terms on which .

they are prepared to make peace. He
t v ruin t ftinf aKunfia nt jvimmnn notlpv
.will bring them Into conflict and hef
a.alius w (Jiuiiv ujr uio isauw. j

"In the second place, his aim Is to,
put us wrong with the neutral world.
Especially his eye Is on the United
States, where several significant Inci
dents havo happened of lato which are
disquieting to tho Allies.

"In the third place, his aim Is ob-

viously to Justify his Government In
the eyes of his own people. There Is
undoubtedly a strong and widespread
desire for peace In Germany and a
powerful and growing suspicion of tho
Government. That suspicion he hopes
to allay by putting the Allies In the
position of refusing all overtures and
consolidating the country on the con-
viction that Germany Is being reduced
to wage a sheer defensive war of
existence."

Calls I.loyrf .Georse Avensjer.
Tho Evening .Veu-- says that Inasmuch

as the Germans have obtained their
"maximum of plunder" and as "the
avenger in the shape of Lloyd George Is
about to Inflict punshment," Germany
now desires to make peace.

"The Chancellor's declaration Is al-

most blasphemous," the .Veto continues.
"After the crushing of the citizens of
Rumania and the deportation of French
and Belgians tho Kaiser and Chancellor
place on the Allies the responsibility for
continuing tho war."

A general note of pessimism prevails
In London. One prominent official ex-- 1
pressed himself ng very sceptlcol
that the proposed terms would offer )

even a basis for negotiation.
This official raid, however, that the,

note was a dramatic coup, which would
create Interesting developments In the
diplomatic situation and provide tho first
official peaco overtures of the war.

Can See No Resnlts.
The general impression was that the

German offer was not likely to bring
Immedlato results, partlculaly If, as the
Emperor's pronouncement Indicated, It
was mado on tho basis that the Central
Powers aro victorious.

The stock market had adjourned and
the House of Commons wns dispersing
when the news became known. It Is '
believed the Government Is ncqualnted
In a general way with the proposals.
Tho Exchango Telegraph Company ajs
that thn speech last night of Arthur
Henderson, member of the War Council,

(

was mauo witn ran unowicuKo inai men
proposals nete .tkcly to be brought for-
ward.

INSINCERE, SAYS TIMES.
I

London Newspaper Hat No Faith
i

In German Offer. I

fptditl Cable Dttpntch to Tnc Sex from the
London Timet.

London, Dec. 13 (Wednesday). The
Times editorial Is headed "A Manifest
fiham." It proceeds:

"Although the German proposals for i

peace ure not Indicated even in outline
In the notes that country has addre-c-

t
to the Allies nnd the Pope, In the Chan- -

cellor's speech In the Reichstag the
whole tone and the terms both point as
plainly as do the time and clrcum-- ,
stances of their delivery to the conclu-- 1

slon that the peace offer Is In- - i

sincere. They abound In loud vaunts
of German's Invincibility, tho late": ,

achievements and 'unparalleled genius'
of Hlndenburg, her 'unconquerable
strength' nnd that her allies' 'glsantlc
udvontages were won over superior i

numbers.' " !

Miovts No Anxiety. j

After repeating more of the Chan- - '

cellor's sounding phrases the editorial
proceeds:

"That Is not the language of n bel-
ligerent who Is genuinely snxlout to
como to terms with her adversaries,

ifSH III A
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But Germany, the Chancellor and his
master protest, It eager for a settlement.
The highest, holiest motives Inspire her.
It Is a desire to avoid further bloodshed
which moves rter nnd, presumably, her
Turkish "brothers In arms,' to give peace
to the world. If. only her enemies will
nearxon to tier terms. She docs not
want to shatter or annihilate anybody,
not even, we suppose, Belgium or Ser-
bia, where tho process has been carried
pretty far already. If her enemies are
wicxed enough or foolish enough to re-
ject the German terms Germany Will
hold them answerable for all the terrors
which follow a veiled menace, perhaps,
ot supcrfrlghtfulness.

Allies Unmoved,
"The Allies will, of course, be quite un

moved toy all this unctousness. So, ws
Imagine, will be nil the neutrals, who
have been at pains to study the motives
nnd actions of Germany throughout tho
war. They will assign her new born
pity for the misery she has 'brought upon
mankind, her horror for tho bloodshed
and atrocities of the war to a very of

a wholly Afferent order. Hhe
nas been trying with the means at her
disposal to Induce the United States to
make a 'spontaneous' suggestion of me-
diation. Tho attempt has lamentably,
conspicuously failed. As she does not
Judge that any other neutral could prof-
fer mediation with effect she falls back
o.i this Indirect offer to a belligerent as a
pi nfer.

"It Is, In the first place, above all
things a symptom of her conscious weak-
ness. Because all other Inpes of hasten-
ing to a conclusion a favorable peaco be-
fore her strength collapsed have utterly
failed, she has tried this hypocritical
pretence of humanity. She cherished
strong hopes of a separate peace with
Russia. The Czar und his peonle snurncd
her overtures. Tho speech of M. Trepoff
was the last s'ckenlng blow to her ex-
pectations there.

"Inadvertent admissions and over-
strained protests In the Chancellor's
speech confirm the striking evidence In
the German press and many other
sources that Oermany will say nothing
about Austria's suffering sorely from the
economic pressure of the war blockade.
The Chancellor asserts that Germany
could have 'lived on her own resources,'
but hastens to add: 'Now our safety Is
beyond question because the transport
of grain, victuals nnd oil from Rumania
has begun.' Living on her own re-
sources means already doubtful rations
of about four pounds of bread, half a
pound of meat and In many places an
ounce of butter.

"We doubt whether the plunder of a,

even If tho starving Austro-Hun-narla-

nre robbed of their slinrc, will
go far to mltlgato the dearth which will
Increase If tho blockado continues and Is
enforced with greater vigor, Tho Chan-
cellor declares that the reserves of men
on the west front are larger than be-

fore. Thnt statement la hard to recon-
cile with the fact that tho German losses
nre estimated at 72,000 since July
on tho Somme alone, with tho voluntarj
surrenders of unwounded Germans In

W. 23d St., Tosk.
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batches which have become of
lute, with tho fact that Gcrmanv m
used up or Is now using up tho r'laiui
Ot 1914, 13ir,, 1910, 1917 and ID IS, S
she has left to draw on Is the class of
1919, now aged 17.

"Those are more certain srnunrti tot
Germany's action than a sudden linpulrt
of human pity or the other nltrulstlc
motives which the Chancellor claimi
She may hope that tliH win
give heurt to her depressed population
nnd secure somo slackening of the lion.
Mlltles which ould afford opportunity
for redoubled peace Intrlxuis among
belligerents and neutrals. )n any event

Un will hasten to bl.imo the
of the war upon her opponents.

The course they must take to meet ttwe
tactics Is perfectly clear. They must
absolutely reject any Idea of mediation.
In any shapo from any quirter. They
must refuso with equal MrmncM even lo
talk of nn armistice until the enemy lin
been completely ejected from the '.inj
ho has overrun. They miw tenew ihe
enunciation of their pence terms as 1,.
down onco nnd for nit In Mr. Amiulth'i
Guildhall speech and their ef-

forts to forco thoso terms upon Qr.
many nnd her accomplices."

OFFER BY

The American Press Con
tent In Clnclnnntl,

Cincinnati, Dec. 12. Commenting on
the penco overtures the Freie Prtt
says: "Germany can well nfTord to tak
the Initiative nnd offer tho hand for th
conclusion of pence, for she was the vi-
ctor. What she does sho does of her own
volition, not by force of udverse cond-
itions.

"On all fronts tho war situation It
more favornble for Germany y thin
It was nt tho time when the former

of Wor Lloyd George dcclarM
thot peace under tho conditions as then
prcvnlllng would be a military catnu-troph-e

for Great Britain. Thn stntf.
men of tho Central Powers and of their
allies have dono what duty nnd cr".
science demanded. Succes. hownver,
rests not with them, but with the other
side."
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